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PROTECTING CULTURAL PROPERTY IN MoOSuL

Protecting Cultural Property in Mosul

The 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict
establishes relevant international legal standards
for protecting cultural property and has been
ratified by both the United States and Irag. The
Convention defines cultural property as including
religious and historic structures, monuments,

and archaeological sites; objects such as works
of art, manuscripts, books, and other objects

and collections of artistic, historical, scientific, or
archaeological interest; and repositories such as
museums, libraries, and archives. Its core principles
prohibit attacks on and military use of cultural
property, unless excused by military necessity.

It also prohibits, and requires the prevention

of, theft, pillage, misappropriation, and acts of
vandalism against cultural property.

Daesh has committed crimes against the civilians
of Mosul, including intentional destruction and
theft of cultural property such as the Shrine of
Nebi Yunis, ancient Nineveh, and the Mosul
Museum. During military operations, the coalition
against Daesh can demonstrate professionalism
by preventing further damage to Mosul’s heritage
sites and providing for their security during
stabilization operations.

To aid in this effort, the Guide to Mosul Heritage
gives examples of important heritage sites in and
around Mosul. This is NOT intended as a complete
list. Any property of the type mentioned in the
1954 Hague Convention is protected.

Cultural property may be marked

by the protective emblem or

symbol of the 1954 Hague

Convention, the Blue Shield, but

cultural property without the mark

is still considered protected.

Basic Guidelines

B Avoid attacking or using heritage sites for a
military purpose

B Do not dig in archaeological areas—hills are often
unmarked or unrecorded archaeological sites

B Do not steal, vandalize, or desecrate cultural
property—these acts are punishable under the law

B Safeguard cultural property whenever possible
during military operations

B Report damage of heritage sites to higher
headquarters and cultural heritage authorities

B Provide security for heritage sites during
stabilization operations—coordinate with
heritage authorities
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Respect Human Remains

A mass grave is a burial with multiple bodies.
Burials may be shallow and weather may expose
bodies and clothing. If you discover a mass grave,
secure the site and alert legal authorities. Do not
disturb, dig, or drive in areas containing human
remains or mass graves. Do not try to investigate—
you may destroy important evidence. Experts will
ensure proper identification of victims and collect
any evidence of war crimes.

Human remains found in a mass gravesite near Zahko, Iragi
Kurdistan, July 15, 2005
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