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SEC. .EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO COUNTER

THE ISLAMIC STATE IN IRAQ AND SYRIA.

(a) EXTENSION.—Subsection (a) of section 1236 of the Carl Levin and Howard P.
“Buck” McKeon National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law
113-291; 128 Stat. 3558), as most recently amended by section 1222 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-328), is amended by
striking “December 31, 2018” and inserting “December 31, 2019”.

(b) CLARIFICATION OF CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY.—

(1) CLARIFICATION.—Such subsection is further amended by striking “facility
and infrastructure repair and renovation” and inserting “infrastructure repair and
renovation, construction of training facilities, small-scale construction of temporary
facilities necessary to meet urgent operational or force protection requirements”.

(2) NoTICE PRIOR TO CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.—Such section is
further amended by adding at the end the following new subsection:

“(m) NOTICE PRIOR TO CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.—Not later than 15 days
before the initiation of a construction or repair project under this section with a total cost of
$15,000,000 or more, the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of State,
shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a description of such project.”.

(c) FUNDING.—Subsection (g) of such section is amended—

(1) by striking “in the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2017 for” and inserting “for Department of Defense”;

(2) by striking “in title XV for fiscal year 2017” and inserting “for fiscal year

2018”; and
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(3) by striking “$630,000,000” and inserting “$1,269,000,000*.
(d) NAME OF ISLAMIC STATE OF IRAQ AND SYRIA.—Such section is further
amended—

(1) in the heading by striking “THE LEVANT” and inserting “SYRIA”;
(2) in subsection (a)(1)—

(A) by striking “the Levant” and inserting “Syria”; and

(B) by striking “ISIL” each place it appears and inserting “ISIS”; and
(3) in subsection (I)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(B)(i), by striking “the Levant (ISIL)” and
inserting “Syria (I1S1S)”; and

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking “ISIL” and inserting “1SI1S”.

[Note: The “Changes to Existing Law” section below sets out in red-line format how the legislative
text above would amend existing law.]

Section-by-Section Analysis

This proposal would extend existing authorites and reflect resource requirements through
Fiscal Year 2019. This proposal is being submitted to continue the critical special authority to
train and equip Iragi Security Forces (ISF) to counter the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS).
The estimate is based on $1,269,000,000 and assumes the evolving nature of the ISIS threatand
equipping ISF, including Counter-Terrorism (CT) and Counter-Insurgency (COIN) requirements,
continued train and assist efforts, and providing ISF increased ability to secure lost territory, re-
establish borders, protect the population, and enhance both provincial and national defense.
Authorization to allow for minor construction to temporary standards and minor construction
incident to base operations support in Iraq in support of BPC of ISF and Border police ISO C-
ISIS fight is esstential. Operations in Mosul and beyond will require CJTF-OIR’s continual
support, and the absence of minor construction authority within ITEF constrains the ability to
prvide that support. Section 1236 of FY15 NDAA authorizes the U.S. to repair and renovate ISF
facilities; however, funding is not authorized for any additional construction in support iof Iraqi
Forces. As ISIS is defeated, the types of training and locations of existing facilities will change.
This will require reconfiguration of existing facilities and additional construction for increased
capacity of trainers and students.

Budget Implications: The resources reflected in the table below are funded within the FY 2018
President’s Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) Budget.





RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS ($MILLIONS)
o Dash-1
FY FY | FY Appropriation | Budget ; Program
2018 | 2019 | 2020 | FY 2021 | FY 2022 From Activity :-tg:f] Element
ITEF | $1,269 CTEF 01
Total | $1,269 CTEF 01

Changes to Existing Law: This proposal would make the following changes to section 1236 of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291):

SEC. 1236. AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO COUNTER THE ISLAMIC
STATE IN IRAQ AND FHELEVANT SYRIA.

(@) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense is authorized, in coordination with the
Secretary of State, to provide assistance, including training, equipment, logistics support,
supplies, and services, stipends, facHity-and-infrastructurerepaiand- infrastructure repair and
renovation, construction of training facilities, small-scale construction of temporary facilities
necessary to meet urgent operational or force protection requirements, and sustainment to
military and other security forces of or associated with the Government of Iraq, including
Kurdish and tribal security forces or other local security forces, with a national security mission,
through December-31,-2018- December 31, 2019, for the following purposes:

(1) Defending Iraq, its people, allies, and partner nations from the threat posed by
the Islamic State of Iragq and the-Levant Syria (}SH= 1S1S) and groups supporting +SHe

ISIS.

(2) Securing the territory of Irag.

(b) NoTICE BEFORE PROVISION OF AssISTANCE.—Of the funds authorized to be
appropriated under this section, not more than 25 percent of such funds may be obligated or
expended until not later than 15 days after—

(1) the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of State, submits
to the appropriate congressional committees and leadership of the House of
Representatives and Senate a report, in unclassified form with a classified annex as
appropriate, that contains a description of—

(A) the plan for providing such assistance;

(B) an identification of such forces designated to receive such assistance;
and

(C) the plan for re-training and re-building such forces; and

(2) the President submits to the appropriate congressional committees and
leadership of the House of Representatives and Senate a report, in unclassified form with
a classified annex as appropriate that contains a description of how such assistance
supports a larger regional strategy.

(c) PLAN ELEMENTS.—The plan required in subsection (a)(1) shall include, at a
minimum, a description of—
(1) the goals and objectives of assistance authorized under subsection (a);





(2) the concept of operations, timelines, and types of training, equipment,
stipends, sustainment, and supplies to be provided,

(3) the roles and contributions of partner nations;

(4) the number and role of United States Armed Forces personnel involved;

(5) any additional military support and sustainment activities; and

(6) any other relevant details.

(d) QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the date on which the
Secretary of Defense submits the report required in subsection (b)(1), and every 90 days
thereafter, the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of State, shall provide the
appropriate congressional committees and leadership of the House of Representatives and the
Senate with a progress report. Such progress report shall, based on the most recent quarterly
information, include a description of the following:

(1) Any updates to or changes in the plan, strategy, process, vetting requirements
and process as described in subsection (e), and end-use monitoring mechanisms and
procedures.

(2) A description of how attacks against United States or coalition personnel are
being mitigated, statistics on any such attacks, including “*green-on-blue’’ attacks.

(3) A description of the forces receiving assistance authorized under subsection
@).

(4) A description of the recruitment, throughput, and retention rates of recipients
and equipment.

(5) A description of any misuse or loss of provided equipment and how such
misuse or loss is being mitigated.

(6) An assessment of the operational effectiveness of the forces receiving
assistance authorized under subsection (a).

(7) A description of sustainment support provided to the forces authorized under
subsection (a).

(8) A list of projects to repair or renovate facilities authorized under subsection
@).

(9) A statement of the amount of funds expended during the period for which the
report is submitted.

(10) An assessment of the effectiveness of the assistance authorized under

subsection (a).

(12) A list of the forces or elements of forces that are restricted from receiving
assistance under subsection (a), other than the forces or elements of forces with respect to
which the Secretary of Defense has exercised the waiver authority under subsection (j), as
a result of vetting required by subsection (e) or section 2249e of title 10, United States
Code, and a detailed description of the reasons for such restriction, including for each
force or element, as applicable, the following:

(A) Information relating to gross violation of human rights committed by
such force or element, including the time-frame of the alleged violation.

(B) The source of the information described in subparagraph (A) and an
assessment of the veracity of the information.

(C) The association of such force or element with terrorist groups or
groups associated with the Government of Iran.





(D) The amount and type of any assistance provided to such force or
element by the Government of Iran.

(e) VETTING.—The Secretary of Defense should ensure that prior to providing assistance
to elements of any forces described in subsection (a) such elements are appropriately vetted,
including at a minimum, by—

(1) conducting assessments of such elements for associations with terrorist groups
or groups associated with the Government of Iran; and

(2) receiving commitments from such elements to promote respect for human
rights and the rule of law.

(F) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term “*appropriate congressional committees’
means—
(1) the Committee on Armed Services, the Committee on Foreign Relations, and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; and
(2) the Committee on Armed Services, the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives.

(9) FUNDING.—Of the amounts authorized to be appropriated n-the-National-Defense
Autherization-Act-for-Fiseal-Year2017-for Department of Defense Overseas Contingency

Operations #-title X/ forfiscalyear 2017 for fiscal year 2018, there are authorized to be
appropriated$750;000;000 $1,269,000,000 to carry out this section.

(h) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT CONTRIBUTIONS.—The Secretary of Defense may accept and
retain contributions, including assistance in-kind, from foreign governments, including the
Government of Irag, to provide assistance authorized under subsection (a). Any funds accepted
by the Secretary may be credited to the account from which funds are made available for the
provision of assistance authorized under subsection (a) and may be used for such purpose until
expended.

(i) CONSTRUCTION OF AUTHORIZATION.—Nothing in this section shall be construed to
constitute a specific statutory authorization for the introduction of United States Armed Forces
into hostilities or into situations wherein hostilities are clearly indicated by the circumstances.

(1)) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—
(1) BY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of the provision of assistance pursuant to
subsection (a), the Secretary of Defense may waive any provision of law
described in subparagraph (B) if the Secretary—

(i) determines that such provision of law would (but for the
waiver) prohibit, restrict, delay, or otherwise limit the provision of such
assistance; and

(i) submits to the appropriate congressional committees a notice of
and justification for the waiver and the provision of law to be waived.

(B) PROVISIONS OF LAW.—The provisions of law described in this
subparagraph are the following:





(i) Any provision of law relating to the acquisition of items and
support services.

(i) Section 40A of the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2780
and 2785).

(C) ADDITIONAL WAIVER AUTHORITY.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of the provision of assistance
described in subsection (1)(2), the Secretary of Defense may waive any
provision of law described in clause (ii) if the Secretary satisfies the
requirements described in clauses (i) and (ii) of subparagraph (A) with
respect to such waiver.

(if) PRovISIONS OF LAW.—The provisions of law described in this
clause are the following:

() Any provision of law described in subparagraph (B).
(11) Any eligibility requirement under section 3 of the Arms

Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2753).

(1) Any eligibility requirement under chapter 2 of part Il
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2311 et seq.).

(2) By PRESIDENT.— The President may waive any provision of law other than a
provision of law described in paragraph (1)(B) for purposes of the provision of assistance
pursuant to subsection (a) and any provision of law other than a provision of law
described in subsection (1)(C) for purposes of the provision of assistance described in
subsection (1)(2) if the President determines that it is vital to the national security interests
of the United States to waive such provision of law. Such waiver shall not take effect
until 15 days after the date on which the President notifies the appropriate congressional
committees of such determination and the provision of law to be waived.

(3) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of

this Act the President shall transmit to the congressional defense committees a

report that provides a specific list of provisions of law that need to be waived

under this subsection for purposes of the provision of assistance pursuant to
subsection (a) and a justification for each such waiver.

(B) UpDATE.—The President shall submit to the congressional defense
committees an update of the report required by subparagraph (A) not later than

180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(K) COST-SHARING REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Of the funds authorized to be appropriated under this
subsection, not more than 60 percent of such funds may be obligated or expended until
not later than 15 days after the date on which the Secretary of Defense certifies to the
appropriate congressional committees and leadership of the House of Representatives and
the Senate that an amount equal to not less than 40 percent of the amount authorized to be
appropriated to carry out this section has been contributed by other countries and entities
for the purposes described in subsection (a), which may include contributions of in-kind
support for forces described in subsection (a), as determined from October 1, 2014, of
which not less than 50 percent of such amount contributed by other countries and entities
has been contributed by the Government of Irag.





(2) ExcepTioN.—The limitation in paragraph (1) shall not apply if the Secretary
of Defense determines, in writing, that the national security objectives of the United
States will be compromised by the application of the limitation to any such assistance,
and notifies the appropriate congressional committees not less than 15 days in advance of
the exemption taking effect, including a justification for the Secretary’s determination
and a description of the assistance to be exempted from the application of such limitation.

(I) ASSESSMENT AND AUTHORITY TO ASSIST DIRECTLY CERTAIN COVERED GROUPS.—
(1) ASSESSMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days after the date of the enactment
of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017, the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of State shall jointly submit to the appropriate
congressional committees an assessment of the extent to which the Government
of Iraq is increasing political inclusiveness, addressing the grievances of ethnic
and sectarian minorities, and enhancing minority integration in the political and
military structures in Iraqg.

(B) FACTORS To BE CONSIDERED IN MAKING ASSESSMENT.— In making
the assessment described in subparagraph (A), the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of State shall consider the following factors:

(i) The extent to which the Government of Iraq is taking steps to
reduce support among the Iraqi people for the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant-(1SH) Syria (IS1S) and improve stability in Irag.

(if) The progress of efforts to enact legislation establishing the
Iragi National Guard, particularly in predominantly Sunni regions.

(iii) The extent to which the Government of Iraq is expanding the
representation of minorities in adequate numbers in government security
organizations and providing for the training and equipping of such forces.

(iv) Whether the Government of Iraq is ending support for Shia
militias under the command and control of, or associated with, the
Government of Iran, and stopping abuses of elements of the Iraqi
population by such militias.

(v) Whether the Government of Iraq is ensuring that supplies,
equipment, and weaponry supplied by the United States are appropriately
distributed to security forces with a national security mission in Iraq,
including the Kurdish Peshmerga, Sunni tribal security forces and local
security forces with a national security mission, and, once established, the
Iragi Sunni National Guard.

(vi) Whether the Government of Iraq is addressing grievances
regarding the arrest and detention without trial of ethnic and sectarian
minorities or is taking steps to prosecute such individuals that are detained
in a fair, transparent, and prompt manner.

(vii) Such other factors as the Secretaries consider appropriate.
(C) UpDATE.—The Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of State shall

submit to the appropriate congressional committees an update of the assessment
required under subparagraph (A) not later than 180 days after the date on which





the assessment is submitted to the appropriate congressional committees under
subparagraph (A).

(D) SumissioN.—The assessment required under subparagraph (A) and
the update of the assessment authorized under subparagraph (C) may be submitted
as part of the quarterly report required under subsection (d).

(2) ASSISTANCE DIRECTLY TO CERTAIN COVERED GROUPS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the President, taking into account the results of the
assessment required under paragraph (1)(A) or the update required under
paragraph (1)(C), determines and notifies the appropriate congressional
committees that the Government of Iraq has failed to take substantial action to
increase political inclusiveness, address the grievances of ethnic and sectarian
minorities, and enhance minority integration in the political and military
structures in Iraq, the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of
State, is authorized to provide, in coordination to the extent practicable with the
Government of Iraq, assistance under the authority of subsection (a) directly to
the groups described in subparagraph (D) for the purpose of supporting
international coalition efforts against SH= ISIS.

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.—In carrying out subparagraph (A), the
Secretary of Defense may—

(i) re-allocate the amount of assistance authorized under subsection

(a) to increase the share of such assistance provided to the groups

described in subparagraph (D); and

(i) exercise the waiver authority provided in subsection (j)(1)(C)
with respect to providing assistance to the groups described in

subparagraph (D).

(C) COST-SHARING REQUIREMENT INAPPLICABLE.—The cost-sharing
requirement of subsection (k) shall not apply with respect to funds that are
obligated or expended under this subsection for assistance provided directly to the
groups described in subparagraph (D).

(D) Covereb GRouprs.—The groups described in this subparagraph are—

(i) the Kurdish Peshmerga; and
(i) Sunni tribal security forces, or other local security forces, with
a national security mission.

(m) NoTICE PRIOR TO CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.—Not later than 15 days before
the initiation of a construction or repair project under this section with a total cost of $15,000,000
or more, the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of State, shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a description of such project.
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SEC. .EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE
ASSISTANCE TO THE VETTED SYRIAN OPPOSITION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section 1209 of the Carl Levin and Howard P.
“Buck” McKeon National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law
113-291; 128 Stat. 3451), as most recently amended by section 1225 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-328), is further amended
by striking “December 31, 2018” and inserting “December 31, 2020”.

(b) CLARIFICATION OF GROUPS AND ASSISTANCE.—Such subsection is further
amended in the matter preceding paragraph (1) by striking “construction of training and
associated facilities” and inserting “construction and repair”.

(c) REPORTS.—Subsection (d) of such section is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking “QUARTERLY PROGRESS” and inserting

“SEMIANNUAL”; and

(2) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking “Not later than” and all that follows through “90 days
thereafter,” and inserting “Not later than May 15 and October 15 of each year
in which assistance is provided under this section,”; and

(B) by striking “quarterly”.

(d) REMOVAL OF REPROGRAMMING REQUIREMENT.—Such section is further amended
by striking subsection (f).

(e) NoTICE PRIOR TO CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.—Such section is further

amended by inserting after subsection (e) the following new subsection:





“(f) NoTICE PRIOR TO CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.—Not later than 15 days
before the initiation of a construction or repair project under this section with a total cost of
$15,000,000 or more, the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of State,
shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a description of such project.”.

[Please note: the *“changes to existing law” section below sets out in red-line format
how the legislative text above would amend existing law.]

Section-by-Section Analysis

This proposal would modify the Authority to Provide Assistance to the Vetted Syrian
Opposition (VSO) under section 1209 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2015 by adding construction for infrastructure repair and renovation, maintaining combat roads
and trails, emplacing barriers and obstacles, and the development of fighting and protective
positions. Fighting and protective positions are integral to force protection, which includes the
support of camouflage, concealment, and deception. Survivability support is designed to reduce
vulnerability to enemy fires as a means to enhance force protection. Without this authority,
commanders lack the ability to meet force protection requirements.

Our ability to provide counter-1SIS VSO forces with the NSW and ammunition they
require quickly provides materialproof of our commitment. In a region where the United States
and our coalition partners are competing for access and influence with other nations such as Iran
and Russia, swift action on these requirements provides a positive recognition of our
commitment to resolve the situation in Syria in terms favorable to our national interests.

Budget Implications: The resources reflected in the table below are funded with in the FY 2018
President’s Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) Budget.

RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS ($MILLIONS)
FY | FY FY FY FY | Appropriation | Budget D&Sr?(;l Program
2018 | 2019 | 2020 2021 2022 From Activity ltem Element
$500 CTEF
Total | $500 CTEF

Changes to Existing Law: This proposal would make the following change to section 1209 of
the Carl Levin and Howard P. “Buck” McKeon National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291):

SEC. 1209. AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO THE VETTED SYRIAN
OPPOSITION

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense is authorized, in coordination with the
Secretary of State, to provide assistance, including training, equipment, supplies, stipends,





construction-of-trathing-and-assoctated-facHities construction and repair, and sustainment to
appropriately vetted elements of the Syrian opposition and other appropriately vetted Syrian
groups and individuals through Beeember31,-2018 December 31, 2020, for the following
purposes:

(1) Defending the Syrian people from attacks by the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria (ISIS), and securing territory controlled by the Syrian opposition.

(2) Protecting the United States, its friends and allies, and the Syrian people from
the threats posed by terrorists in Syria.

(3) Promoting the conditions for a negotiated settlement to end the conflict in
Syria.

(b) NoTICE BEFORE PROVISION OF ASSISTANCE.—Not later than 15 days prior to the
provision of assistance authorized under subsection (a) to appropriately vetted recipients for the
first time—

(1) the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of State, shall
submit to the appropriate congressional committees and leadership of the House of
Representatives and Senate a report, in unclassified form with a classified annex as
appropriate, that contains a description of—

(A) the plan for providing such assistance;

(B) the requirements and process used to determine appropriately vetted
recipients; and

(C) the mechanisms and procedures that will be used to monitor and report
to the appropriate congressional committees and leadership of the House of

Representatives and Senate on unauthorized end-use of provided training and

equipment and other violations of relevant law by appropriately vetted recipients;

and

(2) the President shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees and
leadership of the House of Representatives and Senate a report, in unclassified form with
a classified annex as appropriate, that contains a description of how such assistance fits
within a larger regional strategy.

(c) PLAN ELEMENTS.—The plan required in subsection (b)(1) shall include, at a
minimum, a description of—
(1) the goals and objectives of assistance authorized under subsection (a);
(2) the concept of operations, timelines, and types of training, equipment,
stipends, sustainment, construction, and supplies to be provided;
(3) the roles and contributions of partner nations;
(4) the number and role of United States Armed Forces personnel involved;
(5) any additional military support and sustainment activities; and
(6) any other relevant details.

(d) QHAWERL—\LPRGGRESSSEMIANNUAL REPORT —Net—lateHhan—g(;Lelaysﬂaﬁer—the

the#ea#ef— Not later than May 15 and October 15 of each year in Whlch aSS|stance is prOVIded
under this section, the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of State, shall
submit to the appropriate congressional committees and leadership of the House of






Representatives and the Senate a progress report. Such progress report shall, based on the most
recent guarterly information, include—

(1) any updates to or changes in the plan, strategy, vetting requirements and
process, and end-use monitoring mechanisms and procedures, as required in subsection
(b)(2);

(2) a description of how the threat of attacks against United States or coalition
personnel is being mitigated, statistics on any such attacks, including green-on-blue
attacks, and how such attacks are being mitigated;

(3) a description of the appropriately vetted recipients receiving assistance
authorized under subsection (a);

(4) the recruitment, throughput, and retention rates of appropriately vetted
recipients and equipment;

(5) any misuse or loss of provided training and equipment and how such misuse
or loss is being mitigated;

(6) a description of the command and control of appropriately vetted recipients;

(7) an assessment of the operational effectiveness of the appropriately vetted
recipients in meeting the purposes specified in subsection (a);

(8) a description of sustainment support provided to appropriately
vetted recipients pursuant to subsection (a);

(9) a list of construction projects carried out under authority in subsection (a);

(10) a statement of the amount of funds expended during the period for which the
report is submitted, and in aggregate since September 19, 2014, to provide assistance by
authorized category pursuant to subsection (a) and section 149 of the Continuing
Appropriations Resolution, 2015 (Public Law 113-

164);

(11) an assessment of the effectiveness of the assistance authorized under
subsection (a) as measured against subsections (b) and (c);

(12) a description of support, if any, provided to appropriately vetted recipients
pursuant to subsection (a) while those forces are located in Syria, including—

(A) logistics support;

(B) defense supporting fire;
(C) intelligence; and

(D) medical support; and

(13) a description of the number of appropriately vetted recipients located in
Syria, the approximate locations in which they are operating, and the number of known
casualties among such recipients.

(e) DerINITIONS.—For purposes of this section, the following
definitions shall apply:

(1) The term “appropriately vetted” means, with respect to elements of the Syrian

opposition and other Syrian groups and individuals, at a minimum—

(A) assessments of such elements, groups, and individuals for associations

with terrorist groups, Shia militias aligned with or supporting the Government of
Syria, and groups associated with the Government of Iran. Such groups include,
but are not limited to, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), Jabhat al Nusrah,
Ahrar al Sham, other al-Qaeda related groups, and Hezbollah; and





(B) a commitment from such elements, groups, and individuals to
promoting the respect for human rights and the rule of law.
(2) The term “appropriate congressional committees”

means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
the Committee on Appropriations, and the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence of the House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the Committee on Foreign
Relations, the Committee on Appropriations, and the Select Committee on
Intelligence of the Senate.

(f) NoTICE PrRIOR TO CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.—Not later than 15 days before

the initiation of a construction or repair project under this section with a total cost of $15,000,000
or more, the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of State, shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a description of such project.

(9) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT CONTRIBUTIONS.—The Secretary of Defense may accept and
retain contributions, including assistance in-kind, from foreign governments to provide
assistance as authorized by this section. Any funds so accepted by the Secretary shall be credited
to appropriations for the appropriate operation and maintenance accounts, except that any funds
so accepted by the Secretary shall not be available for obligation until a reprogramming request
is submitted to the congressional defense committees.

(h) CoNSTRUCTION OF AUTHORIZATION.—Nothing in this section shall be construed to
constitute a specific statutory authorization for the introduction of United States Armed Forces
into hostilities or into situations wherein hostilities are clearly indicated by the circumstances.

(i) WAR PowERs REsoOLUTION MATTERS.—Nothing in this section supersedes or alters
the continuing obligations of the President to report to Congress pursuant to section 4 of the War
Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1543) regarding the use of United States
Armed Forces abroad.

(1) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—For purposes of the provision of assistance pursuant to
subsection (a), the President may waive any provision of law if the President determines that





such provision of law would (but for the waiver) impede national security objectives of the
United States by prohibiting, restricting, delaying, or otherwise limiting the provision of such
assistance. Such waiver shall not take effect until 30 days after the date on which the President
notifies the appropriate congressional committees of such determination and the provision of law
to be waived.

(K) ASSISTANCE TO THIRD COUNTRIES IN PROVISION OF ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary may
provide assistance to third countries for purposes of the provision of assistance authorized under
this section.
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